Town of Lewis
2026 Regular Town Board Meeting
May 12, 2026
Lewis Town Hall - 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Timothy Pierce, Supervisor
John Blades, Councilperson
Lanita Canavan, Councilperson
Stephen Denton, Jr., Councilperson
Brianne Drummond, Town Clerk

ABSENT:  Terry Pulsifer, Councilperson
ALSO PRESENT: Kevin Denton, Highway Superintendent
PUBLIC PRESENT: Gerald Spooner, Jeff Scott, Kathy Scott

GUESTS PRESENT: Gordon Costin, Lewis Code Enforcement Officer
Dan Christian, Essex County Fair Board

Called to Order: Supervisor Pierce called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance

GUESTS: Gordon Costin, the Lewis Code Enforcement Officer introduced himself. He stated
that he started in October, but it was temporary to help the town out. Gordon asked if the
town had an ad out for the position. Supervisor Pierce said no. Gordon mentioned Steve
McCracken, who is a 67-year-old retiree that lives in Wadhams and works at Tops two
evenings a week. He said he used to be a realtor and worked at Dartbrook for 14 years in
Keene. Gordon said he is in his fifth month of training and he sits for his exam next
Wednesday. He stated that after two thirds of your training you can sit for the position as a
Code’s Officer, you just cannot do CMOs. Gordon stated that he is very smart. He said he
brought him over to Keene last Friday - he was hoping he would take Keene, but it is too
many hours for him. Supervisor Pierce said he would be willing to meet with him if he wants
to come in. Gordon said he will come in anytime and that he told him he was coming to the
board meeting tonight. Gordon said that they would figure out the hours at the end of the
month and the pay between them. He said he does not mind helping and mentoring him. He
said if he had someone mentor him in the beginning it would have been a whole lot easier.

Gordon stated that they talked a lot about property maintenance because that is a lot of
what is going on in Lewis. He said there is a procedure that had to be used in order to get it
through the courts and we have to go through the state because we don’t have any zoning.
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Gordon said even if we have a couple, it would make it so much easier. He mentioned
junkyards and fences. Supervisor Pierce said he knows that Jeff Scott at the last meeting
expressed some concerns about some of these yards. Supervisor Pierce said Gordon was
not aware of the 1978 law and had not seen it. Supervisor Pierce said he had to dig the law
up and he gave it to him after the meeting last month. Gordon goes on to mention that
fences are more than what people think. He said he going through a few now and there are
issues like where to put the fence and how far from the property line, height of the fence,
maintenance of the fence, etc. He stated if it was set in the local law, it would be a lot
easier. Supervisor Pierce stated he can look at adding some information on fencing and look
at old local laws to bring back to the board.

Gordon stated that he brought a copy of the Elizabethtown Local Law that works really
good. He said their jobs as Code Officers, they come under the town, they look at the local
laws - if the local law says this they then bring it to the board and if there is a dispute they
call both owners in and say let’s solve the problem and that usually works it out. Supervisor
Pierce asked if there is not a state law for that. Gordon said there is a state law for that, but
it makes it easier if somebody does it and then you have your local law then you don’t have
to get the state involved in it. Gordon stated that a local law makes it cut and dry. He said
he is not just talking about fences. He mentioned junkyards and also mentioned the blue
house just down the road with all the weeds growing up all over it and everything to see. He
said they haven’t done anything with it in years. Gordon said he should give them a call and
see what their plan is. He said you have to maintain it because of rodents. He said that is
where the state comes in big time and he has already got it started. He said he already has
about 7 violations on that particular one. He said he has learned from our attorneys, we use
the county attorney for Elizabethtown, that you don’t just do one, so that’s where he’s at
now with a list of 5 - 6 major ones. He mentioned the house on the hill with the dumpster
and how the dumpster was paid for. Councilperson Canavan said the problem with that was
that there was an insurance lapse and the homeowner has to maintain insurance on the
property. Councilperson Canavan said $49,000 was basically wasted on that. Gordon said
they are still responsible whether it was paid for or not. Supervisor Pierce said he tried to
deal with them when he was in court through the fire hazard law, but it was tough getting
enforcement on that one. He said he has to pull that one out and look at it again to see if
there’s more that can be done.

Gordon said that’s the violations we can use right there. He also said there’s 3 - 4 others
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just that you can see. He said we know it’s not safe, and what about the neighbors. He said
he sees a lot of kids up there across the road, they’re right in the road and he asked if
anyone knows who lives there. Councilperson Canavan said that she believes Mountain Lake
Services, one of their employees lives there. Supervisor Pierce mentioned the pool in the
backyard. Gordon said it’s a junkyard there and it’s got all the metal in that pile and it’s just
so many violations right there just by looking from the road. He said in the past, what has
been done - you’ve been over it, you give a violation, it goes to court. Supervisor Pierce said
the encouragement was to try to get them to clean it up. He said the problem you’re going
into is, you find someone can’t afford to pay a fine. He said it’s kind of like debtor’s prison.
He said how do you resolve that issue - | thinks there is a means - we have to look at the
way we want to proceed with it. He said there is a means that we can do it, but it would be a
hearing in front of the board here. If we can, then put it on their tax roll. Gordon said, yes.
Supervisor Pierce stated you can either fine them or add it to the tax roll. He said either way,
it’s a means of getting the funding, but he does not know the best procedure to go with.

Supervisor Pierce said he will come back with those two options for the board and they can
consider the best way to proceed with some of these. Gordon said he sent out 18 violations
in Elizabethtown. He said what he does is say, get ahold of me within the next 30 days, so
we can resolve the issue. He said out of the 18 violations, 15 of them he got calls back and
figured them out. Supervisor Pierce said he would say do that, bring them in, and let’s see if
we can get some movement, at least on some of them. Gordon said it’s $250 a day every
day for a violation. He said he can give them 30 days to get a hold of him. He said he will go
over, meet with them, go over grass mowing, rodents, oil cans, paint cans, etc. Fire hazards
were mentioned. Supervisor Pierce said he does not think any of us are opposed to him
enforcing that. Gordon said he is going to do it together with Steve and he will also do some
inspections with him. He will also told him he is only a phone call away.

Supervisor Pierce said he just found out last week - he did not realize he was only filling in
temporarily. Gordon said, he assisted with the fire and then was asked to meet with the
former Supervisor Monty and help with codes in Lewis. He said he told former Supervisor
Monty that this can only be temporary. Supervisor Pierce said he would be glad to meet with
Steve and he said proceed with those violations or notices to have them come in.
Councilperson Denton asked how close Steve McCracken is to being certified. Gordon said
one more week. Councilperson Denton said he appreciates everything Gordon has done and
he said we will hate to lose you. Supervisor Pierce said he doesn’t know if there is
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something he needs from the board or just to hire him on as a contract. He said if that’s the
case, he knows they have done that with drivers in the past until they can get back in here
and the board passes a resolution to appoint as the actual Code Officer. Supervisor Pierce
said we can hire him under contract, he suspects as an assistant until then. A time will be
set up to meet with Steve.

Councilperson Canavan asked if the board could get a copy of the 2025 Annual Code’s
Report and a list of people Gordon will be sending the letters out to. Gordon said yes he
usually goes through the board before he does that. He said, like he did in Elizabethtown,
the board actually gives him ideas of who and what they’re thinking. He said he goes right
down each name and writes down the violations. He said when he’s done, he brings them
back to the board, if the board agrees then they get sent out certified. He said the letter is a
nice one, it just states, we have a few issues with the property, and he states the law in
there so they know it’s not just the town, it’s not just you - we have multiple that we are
trying to clean up, it states to give him a call within 30 days to work it out. He said it has
worked out pretty good. Gordon said for the board to just jot down what they are thinking,
just give him the name and address and he would do the rest. Supervisor Pierce asked
Gordon if he got the list that they did with the study, he thinks that it was dated, but they
had some of the vacant homes. It was discussed and decided that the list was outdated.

Dan Christian, with the Essex County Fair Board, was in attendance and had requested a few
minutes to speak to the board. Mr. Christian said he got on the fair board because he was
pretty depressed at what he saw. He said they have some people there now and a budget
from the county to have the fair. He said they have a lot of sponsors and are doing a lot
better job. He said they have youth programs and he has been talking with the youth
program in Elizabethtown, Westport and Willsboro and trying to pull them all together. He
said every board member is supposed to go to their town and try to give them an update on
the stuff they are doing - the good stuff they are doing. He said he has been meaning to
come for the last couple of months and talk more about it. He said they started a youth
program this year, which he did himself, for the kids with animals and horses. He said they
received an overwhelming response from a lot of local businesses donating $150 - $200,
which pays for their entry fees of their horse, their entry fee for themselves to get into the
fair for the week, either trucking or boarding down at the fair, shavings, all types of good
stuff. He said there’s a lot of good people in Essex County, and in every town, that’s helping
us. He said they would only rent the fairground for one week out of the year, lease it from
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the county, because the county owns the fairgrounds, and right now they are in the process
of leasing the fairgrounds for the whole year, so that they can do a lot more stuff for young
kids down there and people.

They want to put on car shows and all types of other things that are going on. He
mentioned that the fire department used to come down and get involved, now they don’t
and the schools, etc. Mr. Christian said they have the shooting club from Willsboro with
John Oliver. He said he thinks John Oliver is going to come and set up there this year with
his shooting thing for the youth to try and and get more kids from the county involved in
that. He said he doesn’t know if the Town of Lewis would like to do something with their
Youth Commission. He mentions 4H and grants and different funding sources.

Supervisor Pierce asked if there is something he has in mind specifically and if so to bring
that back to the board to consider it. Supervisor Pierce stated one of the things that has
been discussed was the buying of the day passes. He said he thinks it was mentioned before
the youth commission was looking at doing that and we were waiting to hear from them if
that’s something they wanted to go forward with, and whether that wanted us to help.

Mr. Christian went on to talk about more happenings down at the fair, including what is
called the South Lawn. He said they are going to be having live music for kids and people on
the south lawn, which is down by the cow barn. He said there is going to be two or three
different bands that would be playing at different hours during the day down there until 5
o’clock. He said they have all types of stuff going on every night. They said they have
sideshows; they have four or five of them coming in this year that will be down there in
different areas on the south lawn, all types of stuff. He said they spent a lot of money this
year, but a lot of money was given to them by going out and looking for it. He said it’s not
the county’s money. He said they do get a budget from the county, but it’s not anywhere
near as much as we can get. He said he thinks they are going to start turning the fair
around and hopefully they can get other groups or other towns to sponsor kids for a day
pass or a week pass at the fair. He said right now he is working himself very hard for the
young kids because most of the young kids that have horses, they already belong to a
riding club somewhere, either in Willsboro or wherever. He said that Kevin (directed his
attention to Highway Superintendent Kevin Denton) knows all about this. He mentioned all
the costs of the horse upkeep and fair costs, entry fees, etc. and how it drains the parents.
Mr. Christian said he started this scholarship so these kids can come to our fair for free
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because they don’t have the money to pay for the pass and entry fees and all the other
stuff. Supervisor Pierce asked if this is for people with a horse. Mr. Christian said this is
people with horses or goats or cattle or whatever. He said it’s a youth scholarship for all the
young kids for open class. Supervisor Pierce said if you have someone from this open class
that you’re looking at that needs to be sponsored, bring it to the board and we will consider
offering a sponsorship.

Mr. Christian went on to explain the reason he is doing this and told about his grandkids
and their fair experience with their horses and all the time and money spent to get a
50-cent trophy at the end. He said he is trying to do a lot of good things for the youth and
they are working hard. He said the kids are working hard down at the fair. He said most of
those kids are working hard at home and if they’re busy at home and they’re busy with
animals and all that stuff, they’re not doing the stuff that gets them in trouble.

Councilperson Canavan asked if the fair is earlier this year. Mr. Christian said yes, the fair is
earlier this year. It’s going to be the last few days of July and the first two days of August.
Councilperson Canavan said the 29" to the 2. Mr. Christian said that the carnival people
more or less tell you when you can have your fair. He said the carnivals they had before
were rinky-dinky, so they got a different carnival this year and that’s supposed to be
bringing rides and games and all that other stuff. He said they kind of had to pay double the
money to get them. He said last year they had a good year with attendance, because it was a
good week and they had good weather. He said they had a little bit of money left over so
they turned that over this year to make it even better. He thanked the board for their time.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR BOARD MINUTES
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the April 14,
2026 Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes were ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton

NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer
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Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
Discussion: None

APPROVAL OF PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
On a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson Denton, the April 30,
2026 Public Hearing Meeting Minutes were ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton

NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

Discussion: None

SUPERVISOR'’S FINANCIAL REPORT
On a motion of Councilperson Canavan, seconded by Councilperson Denton, the
Supervisor’s Financial Report for the month of April 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton

NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
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Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said this time we wrote out prior year on there, so it would be
the PY revenue. He said as it turns out it happened to be an error, we were 70 cents short,
so a donation was made to correct that, instead of having to open it up; it’s a whole
headache to open it up just to correct 70 cents, so a donation was made by Susie (Wendy)
and she resolved that 70 cent error.

PUBLIC COMMENTARY
Supervisor Pierce opened the public comment period.

No members of the public spoke, and the public comment period was closed.

DPW/WATER REPORT
a. WATER REPORT

On a motion of Councilperson Canavan, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the Water
Report for the month of April 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton
NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
Discussion: None

b. HIGHWAY/BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Highway Superintendent Denton stated that he had not received the state budget yet,
so he does not have anything for CHIPS. He said the cement work for the bridge that’s
going to go in on Moss Road has been awarded to the same company that drove the
H beams in the ground. He said he talked to the General Forman for the County, Jason
Frasier, this morning and there is no start date on that. He said as far as he knows we
are still shooting for June 26™ for the start date of the bridge up at the missile site.
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Superintendent Denton said we got the FEMA money for the Jay Moutain Road. He
mentioned the bike race coming up the first Sunday in June. He stated that it is in a
lot better shape than he thought it would be. He said the Town of Jay came in from
the other side and they pulled the beaver dam out, which is huge. He stated that it is
way too early to put any kind of machine on it - too much mud and water right now,
but it’s not completely washed out like it was the last trip he was up there. There will
be seven culverts going in there. He stated it will be a little big longer before he can
get the real work done up there but he has to do a little bit of something to get it
ready for the mountain bike race. Supervisor Pierce said he can put in for the
extension if need be to finish it up next year. Superintendent Denton said the biggest
thing right now is the state money, which who knows when that’s going to happen.
Supervisor Pierce asked if we are still looking at paving the Moss Road over.
Superintendent Denton said yes, if there is time for that and we can afford the black
top. He said at the last highway superintendent’s meeting he went to in
Elizabethtown, last month, it was projected that the blacktop would go between $6 -
$7 a ton by the end of May because of the price of fuel oil. He said there’s no sense in
starting the project and not having enough money to finish it. He said he has 1.1
miles he has to do when the bridge is in. He discussed why he needs to wait until the
bridge is in to complete so his approach would be right - he will fill the road to the
bridge. Superintendent Denton mentioned that he had been waiting for this for three
years.

Supervisor Pierce asked how the new truck is. Superintendent Denton said it’s good.
He hasn’t done a whole lot with it. He said they are still tinkering with it here and
there, but it goes good. He said hopefully by middle of next week he will get time to
put it on a job somewhere and stretch it’s legs. There was discussion about a broken
spring. Superintendent Denton said the upside of that was that when they bought the
truck they gave them three complete truck springs, probably $5,000 worth of springs
sent with the truck, so everything was there they just had to put it in.

Superintendent Denton said their roadside sweeping is all done - everything’s been
swept off and picked up that had to be picked up. Supervisor Pierce said he replaced
the handicap rail in the back the other day. Superintendent Pierce said thank you for
that.
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CORRESPONDENCE

1.

NYSEG Udig Notice

a. Discussion: none; notice attached.

Twin Valleys Committee at CATS

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated that they did form a committee and he

believes he volunteered. He said he will be attending the meetings and keep
the board up to date. Email attached.

OLD BUSINESS

1.

Jay Mountain FEMA project Update
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated Kevin already covered this previously in the

meeting.

2. Clerk to the Supervisor job listing

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated there is a job listing for a part-time Clerk to

the Supervisor. All efforts to replace Susie (Wendy) have fallen through.
Supervisor Pierce said he went down to the county to list is as a part-time
position and just put it out there until it’s filled. He said he will give it a little bit
of time and then we will go from there. Supervisor Pierce said Susie (Wendy) put
in her notice yesterday, her retirement indeed is the 27" or 28". She will come
back part time to fill, she’s not going to leave us hanging. She will train the
person that comes on.

3. BRASS - Thrall Dam Project

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated BRASS did come in and approach him. He

said we had discussed that they had been asking for funding for their project
down at Thrall Dam and the board had indicated that there would be some
forthcoming. As of right now, we’d approved an initial $5,000.00. They are
asking for, and this is something we will revisit in a month or so, $25,000.00
again for three years. He said anything that they would get, the $5,000.00 that
had already been approved would be incorporated as a part of that. Within the
packet is their draft of deliverables. Supervisor Pierce said this is for invasive
species work. He stated that he met with Colin and Luke last week, so that’s
just for review. Supervisor Pierce said we will come back and revisit that as far
as what they want to do going forward or what we want to do going forward
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with the occupancy funds. Supervisor Pierce said the projections this year are
pretty much dead even with what they were last year through April. He said
based on the fluctuations this year, they were down in January, up in February
and March and down a little bit in April.
4. Twin Valleys Project

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said Twin Valleys has come to us several times
and three of us have toured the site. He said Steve is familiar with it, with his
work having been down there when he was with the state. Supervisor Pierce
said it’s a good project. He said the funds we get are collected through the
occupancy tax, primarily from Lake Placid. He said there is not a lot of
occupancy tax collected from the Town of Lewis, it’s very minimal. He said
those funds can only be used by the towns for either tourism related projects or
economic development that leads or fosters tourism. He said he sent this notice
of what Twin Valleys was looking to do to the county. They can either approve it
just outright or sent it in front of a board of three supervisors, other than
Supervisor Pierce, to review it. They said it fits exactly what they are looking for.

Supervisor Pierce said, with that in mind, he did bring a resolution to authorize
a certain amount to Champlain Area Trails (CATS). He said they had asked for
$60,000.00 for three years, and looking through the numbers that seemed a
little high. He said we are new to this occupancy tax and in past years we had
$5,000.00 and $500.00 prior to that. He said that he stated to Arin, and stated
here at the meeting before that it’s a big ask, and it’ll probably make us short
on some projects that we also want to do around town.

Supervisor Pierce said we talked about some stuff at the playground here. He
said he would like to get a couple of those composite tables to put down at the
pickleball court and Mullholland Park. Supervisor Pierce said it’s a park that’s
not being used because there’s no place to sit down there. Supervisor Pierce
stated that $50,000.00 could be done. He thinks $40,000.00 would show that
we’re dedicated to this project and to working with them. He said it is a
wonderful opportunity for the town. He said they said had a huge event down
there this last weekend, their Grand Hike. He was down there for 5-6 hours
cheering people on. Supervisor Pierce stated that there is a lot of promise there.
He said that Gordon had indicated that as well. Supervisor Pierce asked what
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the board thought. Councilperson Canavan said she is going to agree with
Supervisor Pierce. She said we’ve talked about this, she thinks it will bring
revenue into the town and $60,000.00 was a big ask. Councilperson Canavan
stated that she is more comfortable with $40,000.00. Councilperson Blades
said he agrees that $60,000.00 was high. He said he thinks $40,000.00, or
even if we stepped it up a little bit each year, if we see that we like it. Supervisor
Pierce said he will note that in the funding in the contract that they proposed, it
states in there that either part can terminate within 60 days’ notice, so that’s
important. Councilperson Denton stated that he is good with the $40,000.00.

Councilperson Denton said the other thing is Thrall Dam/BRASS project is
asking for money also. Supervisor Pierce said yes and clarified that would also
come out of ROOST. Councilperson Denton said it would be nice to get other
stuff done also. Supervisor Pierce agreed. He said if you look, for example, if it
was $25,000.00 and $40,000.00 you have $65,000.00; we’re bringing in
$82,000.00 a year, that gives you $17,000.00 extra. Councilperson Denton and
Supervisor Pierce both stated that we have a little cushion in reserve. Supervisor
Pierce said we have $140,000.00 in there. Supervisor Pierce reads the
resolution.

RESOLUTION 26-5-1
AUTHORIZING THE USE OF OCCUPANCY FUNDS FOR THE TWIN VALLEYS PROJECT

The Town Board of Lewis hereby authorizes the Lewis Town Supervisor to issue
$40,000.00 annually to CATS in support of the Twin Valleys Project for a three-year
period beginning in 2026 unless terminated early in accordance with the agreement
between CATS and the Town of Lewis.

On a motion of Councilperson Canavan, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the
following resolution was ADOPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce

Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton

Page 12 of 23



Town of Lewis
2026 Regular Town Board Meeting
May 12, 2026
Lewis Town Hall - 7:00 P.M.

NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; 1 Absent

Discussion: Councilperson Denton said he knows it’s going to be in the contract, but
should it be stated in here that we’ll revisit this every year. Supervisor Pierce said he
can add that in there. Councilperson Denton asked if we have another basic contract
signed. Supervisor Pierce said there will be a MOU that he has to get approved with
the County. Councilperson Denton said he’s just wanting to make sure that we can
revisit this every year and say, yes, we’ll give you more, or maybe we have to give you
less. Supervisor Pierce said we can add a sentence in there that the Lewis Town Board
reserves the right to review the agreement on an annual basis to determine if
adjustment in the granted funds is warranted.

The resolution was amended to add the following line:
Be it RESOLVED, that the Lewis Town Board reserves the right to review the agreement
on an annual basis to determine if an adjustment in granted funds is warranted.

5. APA Project # 2021-0276
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce spoke about the public hearing on April 30™. He
said we reviewed all that information. Supervisor Pierce said he know we talked
back in February and he found today when we talked about doing the vote way
back then, we’re prohibited from holding an advisory referendum, so we talked
before, it must be a constitutional authority or statutory provision that allows
for that. He said that’s why we couldn’t proceed with that and we went with the
hearing. Supervisor Pierce said this is a divisive issue for the town and he’s
encountered three different groups; ones that are adamantly opposed and some
that are in favor of it. He said he’s had a group that, to him, has been the
largest group, saying even those that aren’t necessarily in favor of it, saying this
really is an issue between the APA and the landowner and we shouldn’t get
involved. Supervisor Pierce said it has been his position that we should not get
involved because he would hate to set a precedent that we get involved in every
matter that’s got a pending hearing before the APA, and then drag us into that
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legal issue. He stated, that being said, there is a lot of concerns raised by
people and he thinks that should be addressed and we should take this
opportunity to not just address one issue, but address the organization as a
whole.

He said he couldn’t find the time frame when it started, but there was a NYCO
and Citizen’s Advisory Committee that dealt with issues, whether it be noise
complaints, some concerns about events that were going on, blasting schedule
notifications and things like that. He said they attempted to get the
organization to communicate. Supervisor Pierce said he thinks it is a positive
way to address any concerns and ongoing concerns. Supervisor Pierce stated
that he did speak to Michael Hopmeier and he is willing to have his organization
involved in such a thing. Supervisor Pierce said that is the way that he wants to
go. Supervisor Pierce said he will listen to whatever the rest of the board has to
say.

Councilperson Canavan asked if Councilperson Denton had anything.
Councilperson Denton said he sat here during one meeting and there were
people asking his position and his position is he’s not opposed to it, but he will
listen to the people and if there is enough in opposition he would definitely act
accordingly. He said, with that, he is glad we had a hearing. He said the only
thing he can say is he has the petition and he has a problem with the petition.
Councilperson Denton said the problem he has with the petition is half of the
people that are on the petition aren’t even from the Town of Lewis. He said he
didn’t go down through and check each one, but there were people from all
over, all over the towns close by and also, Peru, Plattsburgh, Chazy, Cadyville,
Morrisonville, Rouse’s Point, Chazy Lake, Upper Jay, etc. He said there is one
that really gets him, one from Connecticut, and one from Canada.
Councilperson Canavan asked maybe do they own property here. Councilperson
Denton said that could be and continued looking a the petition to list -
Burlington, Vermont and Potsdam. He said he would take the petition as more
creditable if it was 212 signatures from the Town of Lewis. He said he’s not
sure but he thinks there’s around 800 registered voters in the Town of Lewis.
Councilperson Canavan said she doesn’t know that answer. Councilperson
Denton said it’s not even a quarter of the 800+ that’s Republican, Democrat,

Page 14 of 23



Town of Lewis
2026 Regular Town Board Meeting
May 12, 2026
Lewis Town Hall - 7:00 P.M.

Independent, and all others, so the petition doesn’t hold any weight with him.
Councilperson Denton said the other thing was the attendance, the attendance
was good, but again, as he looked around the room, maybe the majority was
from Lewis, but a lot of the people who spoke were not. He said he sat there
and made a mark on the people that talked for it and made a mark on the
people that talked against it and then he went through these minutes the other
day and saw that the people that were against and for that spoke were almost
even, maybe a few more against. Councilperson Denton mentioned when Emma
Jean OKusky asked to see the numbers and suggested a show of hands. He said
as he looked around the crowd he really saw about 50/50. He said another
thing is what’s next. If this board goes and says that we’re opposed to Mr.
Hopmeier doing whatever it is on his property, what might be next. He said we
have Emery’s and NYCO, is somebody going to put something out against
them. What about the shooting range that is 100 yards from Stowersville Road -
is that even legal. Councilperson Denton said he does not want it to go there,
but it could. He said, in conclusion, if a resolution was to hit this board - then
he asked where are we with that anyway. Supervisor Pierce said we are just
having discussion - nothing moved. Councilperson Denton then went on to say
if a resolution came to this board, he won’t vote in favor of the board opposing
Mr. Hopmeier, nor would he if somebody came and wanted us to support Mr.
Hopmeier. He said he believes we should stay neural and this thing is in
lawyer’s hands, in the court and that’s where he thinks it should stay. He said
he listened, he looked at the meeting and he gave it a chance. Councilperson
Denton said he is not convinced that he has an overwhelming group that
doesn’t want it versus wanting it - he’s not there.

Councilperson Blades said that’s basically a lot of the way he feels. He said on a
petition, you can fire out a petition, it’s like indicting somebody to the Grand
Jury. He said you can indict anything, so you can get a petition signed and who
knows what they’re saying, who they’re asking to sign it, or was it people that
mailed in stuff; he’s not sure of how it was even conducted, so to put weight in
that, and have so many that were not from the Town of Lewis is concerning.
Councilperson Blades said it does provide a economic benefit to the Town of
Lewis. He said it’s the APA in charge of the land use for that. It’s in the courts,
let it litigate in the courts and let it be decided that way. He said he is neural
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and he can see the benefit of both sides of the argument. He stated he can see
the pros and cons of both sides, but, like Councilperson Denton said, when we
start going down that slope, where do we stop. Councilperson Canavan said one
question she had was you mentioned the petitions (directed at Councilperson
Denton). Councilperson Denton said yes. Councilperson Canavan said do you
have a petition in favor of the project. Councilperson Denton said he doesn’t
know. He has heard that there were, but he hasn’t seen it. He said he doesn’t
believe it got turned it. Supervisor Pierce stated that it did not get turned in.
Councilperson Denton said he heard that there was one. He has not signed it,
he will not sign it and he will not sign this one. Councilperson Canavan said it
was at Denton’s and that’s why she was asking because she didn’t have a copy
of it, but she did notice that there were people from out of town that has signed
that one as well. Councilperson Denton said that he is sure there were. He said
they did not turn it in as public record. Councilperson Canavan said she has
attended several meetings on this and in her opinion that those against it were
more vocal. She said that those that spoke in favor of it at this last meeting
were compensated individuals. Councilperson Denton said not all of them. He
said there were maybe employees that spoke but not from Town of Lewis.
Councilperson Canavan said right, and she said she get’s it, it’s not just a Lewis
issue, it’s a regional issue because this affects other towns besides the Town of
Lewis. Councilperson Denton said that brings him to the Town of Jay that put in
their letter opposing it. He said he wasn’t at their meeting. He said he read it in
the paper and he believes he read that there was on opposed and one
abstention. He said he doesn’t know why someone who abstain. He said he
knows a lot of people from the Town of Jay and not everybody in the Town of
Jay is against that project. He said the people at that meeting were, and we’ve
had meeting here that people were adamantly opposed, that’s why the red flag
goes up. He said that is why he will not vote for it. Supervisor Pierce said we will
consider the Advisory Committee to move something forward in a positive way,
it’s a step. He said he did draft one. He said he didn’t put it on the agenda
because he didn’t know which way the board wanted to go with it, but he has a
resolution that established a Citizen’s Advisory Committee between the Town of
Lewis and Unconventional Concepts. He said he does not want to ignore the
concerns raised by some of the residents. Supervisor Pierce read part of the
drafted resolution to the board. Supervisor Pierce then said if this is something
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the board wanted to consider today, we can do that, if they wanted to look at it
we could come back next month. It’s just an opportunity to improve community
relations with the organization and he indicated he was willing to be a part of
that and willing to lead and engage with the public. Councilperson Canavan said
with Councilperson Pulsifer being absent they shouldn’t do anything at this
time. Councilperson Denton said there should be a full board. It is decided to
table the resolution under next month.

6. DEC Letter

a. Discussion: Councilperson Canavan asked before we move on to new business
can she bring up the letter that we got from DEC last month about the proposed
sale of property to the state. She said she thinks the Town of Lewis should
support this and send a letter to DEC support this. She said that’ll be a nice
chunk of state land. Supervisor Pierce said he would have to take a look.
Councilperson Canavan said the Town of Lewis has 90 days from the date of the
letter to review the proposed acquisition and respond to DEC with a
determination of their support or opposition to the proposed project.
Councilperson Denton asked what the land was. There was discussion about
where the land is and the current owners of the land. Supervisor Pierce said the
issue here is the state sets their own assessment regardless of what we say they
don’t pay attention to what Ben Goff (Lewis Town Assessor) sets for us. That’s
the only dilemma with state-wide land is they set their assessment and they pay
taxes on what they think it’s worth, not always in conjunction with what the
town thinks it’s worth. Councilperson Denton said he would like a little more
information on this. Supervisor Pierce said the town has 90 days from the date
of the letter. The letter is dated March 10™. Supervisor Pierce said he will do his
best to get the information out and if we need to we can set a meeting up
quickly. Councilperson Denton said a person to ask would be Charli Lewis - see
what she thinks. Supervisor Pierce said okay and he will check with Ben Goff
(Town of Lewis Assessor) as well. Councilperson Denton said Yes and I'd really
like to hear what Charli has to say. Councilperson Canavan said good idea.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Youth Commission Report - In Packet
On a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson Denton, the
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Youth Commission Report for the month of April 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton
NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
a. Discussion: None.

2. Water Rent Report - In Packet
On a motion of Councilperson Canavan, seconded by Councilperson Denton, the
Water Rent Report for the month of April 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated we got some late fees coming in this
month. No further discussion by the board.
3. Landfill Report - In Packet
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the
Landfill Report for the month of April 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton
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NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said the increase in fee made a difference. He said
there was a slight dip a year ago because everybody bought all these tickets
there in December and now they’re coming back in regularly. We sell them
here and Denton’s sells them. He said it works out pretty well.

4. Animal Control - verbal report
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said there is nothing to report, nothing new on
the animals. There’s been conversation with Mike and he’s going to follow up
and probably have a report for us next week.
5. Codes Report - In Packet
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the
Codes Report for the month of April 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
a. Discussion: None.

6. Changes to Dog Licensing Application
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said if you look at the bottom, changes on this
legislation took place back in September last year, they passed a law that
requires us to create an option on the dog license application for dog owners to
make voluntary contributions to support local animal shelters, so we’ve got the
North Country SPCA on the form. He said it did state, instead of putting it on
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the application, because we have all this money spent on forms to send out to
people, we didn’t want to throw those away and buy new form, it said you could
attach a letter. Supervisor Pierce said he created a letter in here for everyone to
review and if they looked at it it’s a small number, $2.00. He said that was a
discussion with Susie (Wendy). He said if someone is paying $8.00 for a license,
they may easily give you $2.00 for a donation. It just gives options to try to
encourage. He said even the smallest of donations, but we have to make sure
it’s volunteer and he thinks he said that in there three times so there can be no
confusion. Supervisor Pierce asked if there are any questions about the letter
and he asked if we should make a motion to accept the dog license application
change.

On a motion of Councilperson Canavan, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the
Changes to the Dog Licensing Application was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
a. Discussion: No further discussion.

7. Set the Meeting for the June Town Board Meeting (June 16, 2026)

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated he will just be coming back from a cruise.
It will be gone for 10 days, and he will be hard pressed on Monday to get ready
for a Tuesday meeting. He said Councilperson Denton is also going to be out of
town around that time.
On a motion of Councilperson Canavan, seconded by Councilperson Denton, to
Change to the June Town Board Meeting Date, from June 9, 2026 to June 16,
2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
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Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton
NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
a. Discussion: No further discussion.

8. Questions: Board of Assessment Review / County Special Meeting

a. Councilperson Canavan asked if she could ask a couple questions. She asked if
there is still a vacancy on the Board of Assessment review. Supervisor Pierce
said there’s still a vacancy. He said we’ve got four and we’re going to have
another vacancy coming up in September. He said we have to decide by then if
we are going to switch to a three-person board or five. He said if anybody
knows anybody to fill a slot, please let him know. It is an unpaid position and
they meet once a year.

b. Councilperson Canavan asked about the county holding a special meeting on
Monday. She said about short-term rentals - is that true. Supervisor Pierce said
we had a special meeting on Monday. It was about the law. Councilperson
Canavan asked if he could explain. Supervisor Pierce said for years the law has
read that the tax collected, that was mentioned last meeting, as it pertains to
Essex County, a lot of different counties have their own law. He said for years,
the law has stated that the funds collected from these occupancy taxes go to
the Lake Placid Visitor’s Bureau. He said problem is, they have been out of
business for several years so we needed to correct that. He said that was the
issue. Roost is now the agency doing it, but the discussion was that it’s really
not proper to list a specific agency that you are going to give the money to.
Supervisor Pierce said they needed to correct that language. He said it was
originally brought up in January and voted down because they were short one
person that would have voted yes. So then once it was kicked back there were
some arguments about some of the language in it and he thinks some of the
language talked about stuff that’s handled by the local law. He said no
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organization is listed, but the county collects it. They get a 5% administration
fee and then they designate the funds out. Supervisor Pierce said that was four
months of debate to get the wording right. There were not further questions.

AUDIT AND PAY BILLS
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Blades; motion was
approved as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Canavan
Councilperson Denton

NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Pulsifer
Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

The bills contained on Abstract #4 have been reviewed by the Town Board and are
authorized for payment in the following amounts:

General Fund A Claim No. 34 through 43 $23,816.73
Trust & Agency - TA  Claim No. 33 through 41 $39,739.89
Water Fund SW Claim No. 9 through 10  $1,179.77

Highway-DA Claim No. 9 through 11 $58,750.46

The bills contained on Abstract #5 have been reviewed by the Town Board and are
authorized for payment in the following amounts:

General Fund Claim No. 70 through 84 $14,552.60
Highway Fund Claim No. 24 through 30 $5,587.13
Water Fund Claim No. 14 through 17 $9,134.86
Youth Commission Claim No. 3 through 4 $144.94
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ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, on a motion of Councilperson Canavan, seconded by
Councilperson Blades, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 P.M. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Brianne Drummond
Town Clerk
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