Town of Lewis
2026 Regular Town Board Meeting
June 16, 2026
Lewis Town Hall - 7:00 P.M.
PRESENT: Timothy Pierce, Supervisor
John Blades, Councilperson
Stephen Denton, Jr., Councilperson

Terry Pulsifer, Councilperson
Brianne Drummond, Town Clerk

ABSENT: Lanita Canavan, Councilperson

ALSO PRESENT: Kevin Denton, Highway Superintendent
PUBLIC PRESENT: Glen Crowningshield, Gerald Spooner
GUESTS PRESENT: None

Called to Order: Supervisor Pierce called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance

GUESTS: Supervisor Pierce stated that they were supposed to have a couple guests present
tonight, but they are not here. If they were to come in later, we would greet them at that
time. None of the guests on the agenda arrived by the conclusion of the meeting.

APPROVAL OF REGULAR BOARD MINUTES
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the May 12,
2026 Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes were ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 3 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton

NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1. Councilperson Pulsifer abstained due to being absent
for the May meeting.
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Discussion: None

SUPERVISOR'’S FINANCIAL REPORT
On a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson Denton, the Supervisor’s
Financial Report for the month of May 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

Discussion: Supervisor Pierce explained that CBDG Closeout for $117.42 was interest on a
community block grant. He said it came in January 2025 and it took the bank 7-8 days to
clear, in which time it accrued interest. Supervisor Pierce stated he got the official word
from the state that the town can keep it and put it in the general fund.

PUBLIC COMMENTARY
Supervisor Pierce opened the public comment period.

Gerald Spooner asked if the town could put in a restroom sign for people coming in so they
would know which direction the restroom is.

Gerald Spooner asked about County Route 10, down by Mulholland Park, by the Thrall Dam
entrance. He asked if the bridge was safe. He said the bridge is getting worse. Highway
Superintendent Denton said that bridge is slated to be replaced and that it’s not an actual
bridge, it’s a culvert with cement underneath. He said they core drilled it back in
February/March. Superintendent Denton said it’s not unsafe. He said they inspected it this
year. He stated that it’s time to get updated. He said it’s not on the calendar yet, but it’s
one of the ones on the list.
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DPW/WATER REPORT
a. WATER REPORT

On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Pulsifer, the Water
Report for the month of May 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer
NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.
Discussion: None

b. HIGHWAY/BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Highway Superintendent Denton talked about the bridge on the Moss Road. He said
they had dig safe there today and they want to start somewhere around the 24™. He
said they are going to see if they can delay it until at least school is out so it does not
mess up the buss run. Supervisor Pierce said he spoke to Glen (Crowningshield)
before the meeting and he said the gate looks like it’s locked. Superintendent Denton
said yes. He said when they start moving stuff in, he will make sure they don’t block
that road. He said he should be notified before they move anything else. He said he
will make sure Glen can get in there and make sure it stays open. Supervisor Pierce
said Todd, the engineer, thought about two months to get it done, so they are hoping
to get it done before school starts up again. There was discussion about the price of
asphalt. Superintendent Denton’s idea was to black top all sides of that bridge. He is
watching the prices, but may not be able to blacktop if prices don’t go down.

Supervisor Pierce stated that Superintendent Denton got a good deal on some sand.
Superintendent Denton said he got 940 yards of manufactured sand from Upstone for
$5/ton vs. $10.50/ton and only had to haul it three miles. Councilperson Pulsifer
asked if that was the remainder of their pile. Superintendent Denton said yes.

Page 3 of 15



Town of Lewis
2026 Regular Town Board Meeting
June 16, 2026
Lewis Town Hall - 7:00 P.M.

Superintendent Denton said while they were there, they also got a ton of stone dust,
which they mixed back in with their regular gravel for also $5/ton. Councilperson
Pulsifer asked if they had to load it themselves. Superintendent Denton said no, they
provided a loader.

Superintendent Denton provided an update on the FEMA project. He said he has been
up the Jay Mountain Road twice and did some work on the road. He said he filled in a
bunch of really bad spots and pulled the beaver dams again. He stated that unless he
stays there all the time, they are not going to keep the beavers out of there. He said it
is too far to go every day to get them out of there - they are destroying everything
and he does not know what the answer is. Councilperson Blades asked if he could use
an agent to do this. Superintendent Denton stated that he has been doing it himself
because you have to apply for a nuisance permit and his has expired, but he
piggybacks off the county’s permit, which is always active. He said that the town
bought 12 branded traps and he has already lost 6 of them. He stated that people
pick them up, they don’t want them there. He said he won’t leave them there over 2-3
days, and he checks them every day. Councilperson Blades stated that you have
48hrs. for a beaver. Superintendent Denton mentioned that he had the road all fixed
up for the race, but they never had the race. He is not sure why, he never heard one
word about it and nobody called him.

CORRESPONDENCE
1. Deer Management in the Northern Zone
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated they are talking about offering some more
permits to harvest a second deer up in zone five. There was discussion between
Supervisor Pierce and Councilperson Blades about zone five being in Clinton
County and that they are just looking to get the authority to be able to set it, so
they’re not necessarily doing it at this time.
2. Certificate of State Equalization Rate
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated that you can see our state rate for
equalization is maintained at 100%. He pointed out some other town’s rates and
how Tax Assessor Goff is working on getting Elizabethtown’s rates, which have
been low for vyears, up. Gerald Spooner had some questions regarding
assessments and rates for senior citizens and why they don’t go down.
Supervisor Pierce stated that he does not know a lot about assessments and
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cannot weight in on his questions.

Permission to Use Town Land for Master’s Project
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said this letter is from Gordon Coates. He said he

is looking at putting up some cameras on the split rock wildway. Supervisor
Pierce said the only thing he might ask is for him to give us an idea of where
the cameras are going to be. Supervisor Pierce asked if there were any
questions about that. There were no questions asked by the board.

On a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson Denton, Permission
to Use Town Land for Master’s Project was ACCEPTED as follow,

AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce

Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: O

ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; 1 Absent

Discussion: None

4. Town of Lewis US Route 9 Safety Study - Concept Plans

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said he sent information on the multimodal safety

project they did for the town on Route 9. He said it was part of a grant that the
former supervisor received last year for $37,000.00. He said we paid up front,
but they will reimburse us for the study. He said they came back with proposals
for us to consider. Supervisor Pierce stated that any comments, requested
changes, etc. are due back by July 2™. There was discussion about the cross
walk and how a community member had trouble crossing recently due to no
one stopping for them. One issue here is that the cross-walk signs are blocked.
Supervisor Pierce said one of the recommendations is to put a cross walk in
over by the post office and over by the playground. He stated that he does not
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think there are any issues with parking along side the road as the shoulders are
pretty wide. Supervisor Pierce said if you have questions or want more details to
let him know.
5. Interstate 87, Northbound Exit 32

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said he received some inquires about Interstate
87, exit 32. He stated that the exit is up and running, but the rest area is
closed. He said the bridge will be resurfaced - it’s a bit rough right now as it’s
not the final surface.

OLD BUSINESS
1. Jay Mountain FEMA Project Update

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated this was already covered. Discussion can

be found under Highway/Buildings and Grounds.
2. BRASS - Thrall Dam Project

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said this has been going on over a year and has
been discussed here. This is the final deliverables and they received their grant.
He said their grant is based on funding, part from the Town of Lewis, the
$25,000.00 that we hadn’t approved yet. He said it’s a dual grant for this
project and a project in Willsboro. This is for a three-year period, $25,000.00
per year. Supervisor Pierce stated that this would be occupancy tax money and
he went over what it can be used for, tourism projects or economic
development that fosters tourism. Supervisor Pierce said we received
$82,000.00 last year and are on track to receive around the same amount again
this year. He said the county has a new tracking program which has just come
online and is doing a better job of tracking it. Supervisor Pierce said we
committed $40,000.00 to Twin Valleys and we have $140,000.00 in there right
now. There was discussion about wanting to do some enhancements at the
playground. Supervisor Pierce said he did bring a resolution. Councilperson
Denton asked if we approve this for three years are we obligated for the three
years. Supervisor Pierce said this one is different than Twin Valleys. He said the
Twin Valleys one we are not. Councilperson Denton asked if there is a reason
we can’t have the same policy with this one. There is discussion about this and
it is decided it is due to the grant. Councilperson Denton said he would just
hate for us to not have funds if something were to happen at the playground or
something else. Supervisor Pierce said the municipal agreement is good for five
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years, so until 2030.
RESOLUTION 26-6-2
AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF LEWIS SUPERVISOR TOE ENTER INTO A CONTRACT TO
ISSUE THREE ANNUAL CHECKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $25000 PER YEAR TO BRASS IN
SUPPORT OF A THRALL DAM HABITAT RESTORATION & ENHANCEMENT PROJECT
The Town Board of Lewis hereby authorizes the Lewis Town Supervisor to enter into a
contract to issue $25000 annually to BRASS in support of the Thrall Dam project for a
three-year period beginning in 2026

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the unnumbered Resolution granting a $5000 award
from the Occupancy Tax/Tourism funds to Luke McNally of BRASS to start work on the
grouse restoration project at Thrall Dam previously adopted on October 3, 2025, is
hereby rescinded and replaced in its entirety by this resolution

On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Pulsifer, the
following resolution was ADOPTED as follows,

AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: O

ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; 1 Absent
Discussion: There was no further discussion.

3. Twin Valleys Project Update
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said they had an initial meeting. He said Arin
Burdo came in the other day and they went over the survey that was sent
around. At one point there was 111 people that had completed it. He said
earlier today it was over 170, which is a good turnover for a local survey.
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Supervisor Pierce said something interesting to note is there were about 70%
local, within the county and 30% from out of the region that completed the
survey. He said there were people that came in from all over for their Grand
Hike. He said the survey is to help them try to get a sense of what is the best
use of the area there. Supervisor Pierce said Arin has a meeting with WPTZ on
Thursday at 10:30 that he is going to try and make an appearance at.
4. Capital Reserve Project Discussion

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said he does not want to go into detail on this
today, but wants to keep the discussion active on the capital reserve project. He
said he sent some stuff out a couple months ago. He said at some point if the
board had some ideas they could try and brainstorm and figure out what the
best way to go forward on that is. Councilperson Denton said he remembers
back a few years ago before a meeting they had toured the school building and
he would like to do that again. Supervisor Pierce said he thinks we can do that,
it’s just a matter of setting it up right. He said he will look into how to do that
and will get back to the board on that. Supervisor Pierce stated he thinks he
read a few weeks back that you can do a tour as long as no business is
discussed.

There is discussion about the former Cornell Cooperative Extension building
and it is confirmed that it was decided at a previous meeting that the town
would not move forward with that building.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Youth Commission Report - In Packet
On a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson Pulsifer, the
Youth Commission Report for the month of May 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan
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Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

a. Discussion: Councilperson Pulsifer said the numbers for the summer program
are capped at 84. He said they figure out how many kids they can have based
on how many counselors they hire. He said the program runs from July 7*
through August 7" - it’s five weeks. Supervisor Pierce said it’s a good program.
He said if you’'re working, for example, at the county, you can drop your child
off before school, they feed them breakfast and lunch and then you can pick
them up at the end of the day. Councilperson Pulsifer said he thinks they have
a couple of counselors that stay late too, so if you’re working until 5:00, he
thinks they stay until 4:45 at the school.

2. Water Rent Report - In Packet
On a motion of Councilperson Pulsifer, seconded by Councilperson Denton, the
Water Rent Report for the month of May 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce stated water rent seems to be coming along
similarly and he mentions that there were a few that were late.

3. Landfill Report - In Packet
On a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson Pulsifer, the
Landfill Report for the month of May 2026 was ACCEPTED as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer
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NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said there was a heating issue over the winter. He
said he thinks he advised the board about the issue. He stated that they
managed to get it heated and to keep Larry warm through the winter, but the
heater does not seem to be repairable. Supervisor Pierce said he talked to
Elizabethtown Supervisor Cathleen Reusser and they are thinking they may end
up buying a new heater. He said they know they can heat that building because
they had it heated for Larry when it was below zero. He said the building can
be heated they just have to have a proper heater, so that will be coming.

4. Animal Control - no report
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said he was going to have him give a verbal
report, but he is not here.

5. Codes Report - no report
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said he was going to have him give a verbal
report, but he is not here.

6. Cemetery Association Contract
a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said the Cemetery Association Contract is done
annually. There is $5,000 of budgeted funds to go to the cemetery.

RESOLUTION 26-6-1

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION CONTRACT

BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Lewis, Essex County AUTHORIZES
THE Town Supervisor to sign a contract with the Lewis Cemetery Association for
maintenance of the Town owned cemeteries.

On a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson Pulsifer, the
following resolution was ADOPTED as follows,
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AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce

Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: O

ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; 1 Absent

Discussion: There was no further discussion.

7. Code Enforcement Officer
a. Supervisor Pierce said we talked about this last month with Code Enforcement

Officer Gordon Costin. Code Enforcement Officer Costin was temporary and he
intends to be done July 1. Supervisor Pierce said Steven McCracken was in with
Gordon last Thursday going through some training and he suspects he will be
in again this Thursday. Supervisor Pierce met with him and said he is eager to
do the job. He said he’s fairly local, completed his training and is certified and
ready to go. Supervisor Pierce had prepared a resolution to enter a contract
with Steven McCracken and to specify the duties under the contract.
Councilperson Pulsifer asked if Code Enforcement Officer Costin’s town
cellphone will transfer to Steven McCracken. Supervisor Pierce said yes.
Councilperson Denton said it would have been nice to meet him, but we need
this. It is noted and will be requested that the board would like to meet Mr.
McCracken.

RESOLUTION 26-6-3
AUTHORIZING THE LEWIS TOWN SUPERVISOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR A

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND SPECIFYING THE DUTIES OF THE POSITION

BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Board of the Town of Lewis, will enter into a contract
agreement with Steven McCracken for the position of Part-Time Code Enforcement
Officer for the Town of Lewis effective July 1, 2026; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the compensation for the position shall be set at
$850.00 per month, as provided for in the annual town budget; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Code Enforcement Officer will hold office hours
from 9am-12pm on Thursdays, and he will be available via a town issued cellphone as
needed to fulfill duties; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Code Enforcement Officer shall report to the Town
Supervisor and will administer and enforce the New York State Uniform Fire
Prevention And Building Code and other applicable laws, rules, and regulations
related to building construction and safety.

On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Pulsifer, the
following resolution was ADOPTED as follows,

AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: O

ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; 1 Absent
Discussion: There was no further discussion.

8. Hale Hill Culvert Job / New Truck
a. Discussion: Superintendent Denton said he had one more thing to mention. He
said the culvert job on Hale Hill, just past the Missile site, they are supposed to
start after the 4™ of July. He said they are going to wait until after the 4™ and the
holiday rush and then they are going to start doing that and putting in the
bypass road. He said they will be helping them do that. It will take about 3
weeks. Superintendent Denton said there will be a one lane bridge and signs
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will be put up. Supervisor Pierce said they had hoped to use the lights from
Lake Placid, which is why they moved it to the end of June instead of July
originally because they needed those lights for the end of July. Councilperson
Denton asked if the work off to the left is part of the bridge project.
Superintendent Denton said no. There was a brief discussion regarding this.

Councilperson Pulsifer asked how the new truck they acquired worked out.
Superintendent Denton said very well and discussed the truck having 45,000
miles on it and coming with lots of extra parts.

9. Dump Sticker Sales - Extended Hours

a. Discussion: Supervisor Pierce said this was an inquiry and it came about
because we’re having less hours here. He said Jana had proposed adding hours
for dump sticker sales. The thought was for two hours on Tuesday from 3-5 and
two hours on Thursday from 3-5 to sell dump stickers at the landfill.
Councilperson Blades asked if it was just for the summer. Councilperson
Pulsifer said once the word gets out to the locals that they’re available they’ll
probably swing in and get them there. Supervisor Pierce said we are looking at
summer hours until labor day, Tuesday and Thursday 3-5.

On a motion of Councilperson Pulsifer, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the
following Extended Hours of 3:00pm-5:00pm on Tuesdays and 3:00pm-5:00pm on
Thursdays until Labor Day for Dump Sticker Sales at the landfill, was ACCEPTED as
follow,

AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; 1 Absent
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Discussion: There was no further discussion.

AUDIT AND PAY BILLS
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Pulsifer; motion was
approved as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

The bills contained on Abstract #5 have been reviewed by the Town Board and are
authorized for payment in the following amounts:

General Fund A Claim No. 44 through 51 $28,056.11
Trust & Agency - TA  Claim No. 42 through 49 $51,565.09
Water Fund SW Claim No. 11 through 12 $992.07

Highway-DA Claim No. 12 through 13 $25,673.34

The bills contained on Abstract #6 have been reviewed by the Town Board and are
authorized for payment in the following amounts:

General Fund Claim No. 85 through 104 $30,511.08
Highway Fund Claim No. 31 through 37 $10,461.77
Water Fund Claim No. 18 through 22 $1,603.22
Youth Commission Claim No. 5 through 6 $1,215.46
H-FEMA Claim No. 1 through 2 $13,333.80

EXECUTIVE SESSION
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the Town Board
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went into Executive session to discuss personnel matters at 7:44 P.M., motion carries as
follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer
NAYS: O
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
On a motion of Councilperson Denton, seconded by Councilperson Blades, the Town Board
returned to regular session at 7:47 P.M., motion carries as follows,
AYES: 4 Supervisor Pierce
Councilperson Blades
Councilperson Denton
Councilperson Pulsifer

NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Councilperson Canavan

Motion Carried 4:0; Absent 1.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ACTION
Nothing was voted on during executive session.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, on a motion of Councilperson Blades, seconded by Councilperson
Pulsifer, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 P.M. Carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Brianne Drummond
Town Clerk
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