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Lewis was taken frow the town of ¥illsborourh onlApril 14,
1805 and was nated in honor of korgan Lewls, then Qovernor of New
York stote. Its surface in the east part is 2 rolling farm land of
1irht eandy soil while the west part is a rugred mountainous country.
Only about half the town 1s susceptible to cultivation.

The earlieest sttler recorded is Thomas Hinckley, who made
the firet purchase of land in lewls 1n 1796.The Hinckley farm was
locnted in the west nart of lot 5,and about a mile by road east of
Lewig villare.lwith the aid of his four goneg, Squire, Horatio, Rodolphus
and Alexis, Thomas lilnckley bullt a forpe at what ie now Stovereville,
the first one in the town.As the yenrs rolled by Squire Hinckley had
built three eaw mills in various parts of the town.

A year or two after this,Ishmael H.Holconb came fron Granby,
Conn. and eettler on a fam a mile west of the villare.lle became a
noted speaker and held seversl political positions.Oliver Holcomb,his
g'ﬁhggs the first child born in the town,

Asa Putnau came in from Conmecticui,acconnanied by hie two
gons, Harrison and Hiram,and settled on a farm couth of ¥oris village;
From 1707 to 1799, Cherles,?oah,Samuel,BethJGeorﬁe and Tim-
oth?i;nme in fron the vicinity of I‘"?..3.";4,‘1;1;r;i;on,Conn. and settled on
farns on ~hat is now knorn as Byrpee #ill, then known »s Lee Hill,
v/ p$2g%?p[p Tn 1798, Appleton,Ti-othy =nd Roser Hooker "oodruff cane from
Uixxéé_;;c%icut and sattled on farms routh of Lthe wvillare.
3 At the berinning of the ceutury,=—ajor Jonathan Zreckinridge
built,f sar mill south of *he villege near the N=rber EZlectric Light
SR L

plant, The dam for the szeren%-sar nill wiz Lelo  tlie Precent power
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dam and the present macadam roud is directly over the site. This nas

the firet eav mill in the town.

After the becinping of the century,people came inhnd séttled,
ringing ;

gclearing off Tand for farms. Most every settler in the early days

some New Encland state,mostly from Cognecticut and Vermont.
- April
Shortly igfter the town was orranized in 1805,a town meeting

came from

wae held in tie home of Thomas iinckley,the first settler of the town.

The minutes of the mertines reads:" At a leral meeting held
at the house of Thowas Hinckley,%eq.,in the town of Lewis, County of
Eseéx,artrecable to an sct of leglelature of the state of tlew York, -
passed Apcil 4th,1805,beins the first town meeting held in s'd town. P
Proceedinrs as followeth:

First,voted to choose their officere:by fFoinpg a@round.

Made choise of Thomas Hinckley, Supervisor —- qualified.

Acsessors,John Gibs,David Sykes,Oliver Holcomb —- qualified.

Comniseionere of highwaye,Timothy Woodruff, Asa Roe,Jerod
RHeynolds =- qualified.

Constables Appleton Woodruff,Daniel Rice,Elijah Hinckley,
Noah Lee -- qualified.

Collector, Appleton Woodruff -- qualified.

Poor Xazters, étephen Ruscoe, Asa Putnam —— qualified.

Overseers of Hiphwyye,Diet.lo.l,8imeon Ruscoe. Diet. Ho. 2,
JYohn Tuttle. Dist ¥o. 3,Jonathan Ficher. Dist.No.4, Zachariah Strairht.
Dist. No. 5,#illiam Bennet,Dist Mo. C,%¥illiom Manning. Dist. No. 7,Tendd
iel Allen. Diet. Ho. 8, Thomes Hinqkley. Dist No.9,Calvin Griffine—~
Quslified,

Pound Keeners, Thoiras iinckley, Timothy VWoodruff,william

Donarhy —--= Qualifiad.
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Voted, that each Pofind Kerpers yard shall be used as a pound,

Fence vieweres and damagre appraisers,Charles Spoor,Aaron Hod=-
cley,¥athan Michols,Roberts Kile OOgualified.

Voted that the fees of the fence viewers and damage apprai-
sore,shall ve eix ehililings per day.

Toted, that the inhabitants of the town vill pay three dollars
bounty on each wolf that shall be killed in this county of Escex,pro-
vided that a majority of thd towns 1ln the county ghall vote the same.

Voted, that there be a person chosen to attend to and ascertain
the town line between Léwis and gﬁesterfield,and Lewir sna Wiliebcrog,
ond Leris and Eligzbethtown.

Voted, that Thomas Hinckley be the person for that job.

Voted that the next annual mectingbe at the dwelling houce
of Thomag iincklev."

The dweliing house sbove wentioned is the second one Thoras
Hinckley built and the first frrme house in Levis of cared lurber. Its
location wac described as 'standing near thr first trook north of
Lesis village. It is 81111 stending there today. |

L lict of nomee of the ecarly sédttlers 1c seldom gvailable
vut SRR of pereons ascessed,”ownerg ol proverty,liatle to work
on the hirhwovs,-nd the nuwber of Coye ~ach verson is arsecssed for
the vear 1R206". The number offdnyﬂ cach iad 1o vvork on roads afei
aftet eoch none, ranping from two dfave o 16 days vork.%he nemes minus
the daye are as follorc:Stephen Ruscoe,Sarril Tleep, 2ita Vescott,
Daniel Iish,Xichecl) Gcovwll, obert Irish,Penuel Xerrifivld,éimeon
Ruscoe, Robert Davis,lathan Riohols,Timothg,I&nao Pxictol, "orper H.
vood ruff, John Gibvoe,Jdames Hichole, Davis @ Sykes, Cyrur #icholeon,

John Tuttle, Alonson Henser,lathen Perry, fppleton Voodruff, Asa Foe,
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Samuel Bishop, Rowland Kellogg,Jdcnathan Fisher yderod Heynolds,John
Fisher, Asa Putnam,Waltei Van Ordcr,Joéiah Colburn,Eliphelet Colburn,
Jabe walcot, Richard Bucksinister, Roswell Colburn,Zacharish “traicht,
w7illiam Bennet,Jeremiah Bennett, Aaron Hodcley, Heuben Jakewith,ﬁsa
Jakewith, Thouas Blacknan,7illiam Donachua, Comfort Crowningshield,
%illard Spaulding, %illiam Manning, Charles Spoor,Join Tionets,Hlliax
Buckle, Cyrus wileon, Zachariah Comstock,vliver Canders, Pardon Irish,
Samuel Francis,Corneliue Soper,®chabod handall,Joseph Rendall, Adna
Allen,Obed Holeomb,Eligha Leonard, Robert Xile, Thomas Hiﬁckley,fathan;

- 1 A' ~ 8. .
iel Tower,Jones CGibbs,Jr., ruman Johnecon, Danicl Kice,Daniel Jcolneon,

Joel H.Johneon,John Gmith,Elijah Hinckley, Thomas Platt,Ozra Senders,

Samuel Barrett, keuben Spaulding,olivar»Holcomb,Ismael Holcomb, Asa
Mead, AtbTose “‘ason,Noah Lee,Charles J.Llee. Daniel Pratt and Calvin &%
Ih ‘
The total number of daoys lubor ascessged wes 410,with eighty-~
three ascecements, represeating a povulation at that tiwme of zbout

four hundred and twenty-Ffive.

In 1807, Deacon Levl Brown came from Hew Inclend ond settled
on & farr eost of the village on the Boguel Kiver.ile corronded o com=—
vany of militis ot the DBmttle of Plattcburr. |

Yuo yecrs loten,Yajor Jonnthrn Brechinridee £0ld his property,
gaw mill ond lond t6 Luey Uadhomo,wife of Luman edherns(rfterverds a
General) .Luman Tadhome mnde o csubatantial dwelline on the bank of the
mi1ll pond, the place now orned by Fenion T.Rarber.Pert of ¥r Barber's

. precent
dwelling ie now one and a quarter ccnturiss old;ThefShrec car garage,
which is brick-lined,pnd in %he rear of the Pprinaen home woe the arsenal
for a few doys vhen Generel Izand marched HaTu ReieX County enroute to

Fort Niagara.
in Augunt 1814.
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Rev.Cyrue Conetoct, the Foarnp of cimvohes in Prpex County,
certe to Fewis dn 1010.The nucl-ur of o eruzer Conprerationsl Church
wa.o Tformed in 1204,bnt 1% Eas not until 1210 that a definite orpanizatiorn
vas forired.Pev.Comgtoch made hie home whth Deacon Lei.ri Brown end

until Yurne 12,1012,0n which day the First

2

church mee *inge vere hel

Conpregaticns) Church wos orranized.The firset merbers were David

L2

Johneon «nd vifs,0bed lolcomb and vife,lofe Chuzoehill rnd ﬁifo,

Polly Morre,!'nhitekle Toodruff,icow N4 choleon, Criue ficholron,

Peroy ninholson,ﬁnliy Svkes, Clariesa Lec,Levi Brown and Isncel Holcecmb.
About *hic time Serucl Bishop bullt ¢ ray mill at the

firet bridre eost of %he villege,and later he put o prist zill,

these btuildinre remained in use until the flood of 18%¢ rhen they

were carried awey.

¥

£ +hie eccme time Thompe Hinckley and Sorne built and

operated o foige just enet of the north four corrers in Lewie village.
Dea oon %se Fornerorth built and operated a forge on the Boguet Miver,
Therne continued for meny years and subsecuently taken ower by others.

Durine the second decede other penple hed come in as,

" AMlezxender end Thomae “teele,Ezra Dean,doel French,Lebbeus Yarchall,

-~

Julius and David “pel(located at Deerhead) John Sanders, Azor Squires
and Yovid Yarr.

Dr %illiar T.Livinceton come to levwis about 1816 aud is
the first ohyelcian on razcord in the town.With him ceme hils two sons,

Jemes G. and ifohert V.

L e etitrtaned,
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David Sykes started a tavern 1n Lewis in 1816, the first
in the town.This was located on the present slte of Hotel Lewis.
At the same time David Sykés waes made the first postmaster. .
The same year,uevrge Steele started a general store ac-—
cross the foad from the tavern,now the Nichols store. Rev.Reuben
Armstrong, a preacher'from Bolton, Vermont,was residing in a dwelling
nearby,and these three buildings were the only ones In what was call-
ed Lewis village.
Joseph Call ( the strong man) came from Keeseville in 1818.
He origina2ly came from Vermoﬁt.He boupht a farm in &bout the center
of the town on a paralddl road south of Beede's saw mill.He immediately
built a saw mill near his home and shortly after made a part of his home
into a general ctore. He conducted a large and profitable business and
gbout a year after his arrival he was made a Jﬁstioe of the Peace.
In the late !teens! and?%;;; twenties,others came in and
Steecle
settled, as, Cheney,Lyman, Sullivan and Sparrowhawk Burpee,Jonathan s%eéd,
Samuel H.Goodward,¥.Bostwick,Daniel W.Pfescott,Payne Turner, Ara Lewis,
Robert and Henry Blood, Azariah Holliday,Samuel Goss, Robert and Jona-
than Duntley,Jonathan Jenkins,Jacob Sarpent, Samuel and 3oe1 Johnson,
S-S.Beardsley,William G.West, Anthony Carson, Royal Goff,Ezra Deene,
Forest Clark and Charles Barber. s /
Of the business enterprises that flourished during that
time,John Gibbs operated a potash faotory west of thw village,while

sti1l farther west Noah Lee ran a whiskey dlstillery; Russell Glbbe op-

G e e
{2 .y\lH", B

erated a carding and fulling mill;Sullivan, ran a paint and chgir shop;
Alvin Keyser ran a general store and Samuel Willlams and Ashael Gihbs
operated a hat factory.These enterprises were conducted fez-iike-near

the homes of the owners,which were invariably farms.
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In 1819, Rev Cyrus Comstock came to Lewis to settle permanent-
ly. He originally came from New Milford, Connecticut.He bought a famm
on the west side of the Wells Hill road, the farm is now owned by Wil-
liem F.Hathaway.This was the same year of his marralge to Mrs Prentis
Barrow of Bridport, Vermont.He subsequedntly became an inspector of
common school@ in Lewis,and successfully carried on his evangelistic
work in the cofinty.

Call
At the beginning of the second decade,Joseph seems to be
the only Justice of.Peace in the town.Dr.William Blin came in and
| practised medicine?ﬂepost office was established at thi%nt§£§ﬂgﬁ§e o
8quire Hinckley was the®Pf2BE postmaster.

In 1823, the First Congregationdl Church of Lewis was buillt,
the second one in the County. This was on its presént.site,the land beingc
prevoously deeded to the church by Jonathan Steele for the sum of one
dollar.But it was not until eleven years later thzt the interbdr was
finished,ond then by Timothy lee and James Swan.A large gallery and
a very high pulpit were put in at that time.The membership of this
church a hundred and ten years ago was one hundred and twenty-five
persons.

Squire Hinckley and his brother Ashaelwopened a hotel in
the same building where George Cornwright now lives. Ashael ran the ho
hotel,while Squire ran the post office and general store.

About 1825, s tannary and an extenslve boot and eshoe shop
vas built and operated by Elijah Shemman and Sons.This building was
located on the stream just east of Henry Burlow's present residence,
and this business continued for many gears.

The receipts for the Lewis post office for 1826, according

to the post off;ce'department,gives a net of $23.51. Th;s was one hal f
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as much as Westport and about one quarter as much as Ti-
conderoge and Essex.

in 1828, Algneon Wilder came from Elizabethtown and started
a shoe shop, repairing as well as manufacturing.Samuel Williams started
a potash factory west of the village about this same time.

OtheT to arrive and settle in Lewis in the late twentles
and early thirties were Ralza Morse,Selah "escott, Anherst Wilder,
Thomas J.Cross,Charles ¥.Church, Archibald W.Hyde,Ralph Phelps,Nathan
Wardner,Archibald Parker,Eliphalet Beardsley,i.J.Livingston,George
bmith,Erastus T.BishOp,John Hodgkins,Jesse Sandere,Joseph Boynton, R
Joseph Wellse( settled on what is now know as Wells Hill)Cyrus Nicholsag
Aaron Rolte,end-Samuel B?Pratt,Edward Longware, Lewis Greenough, John

Hood, Samuel Roberts,Jonas Pollard, J.R.Woodruff,Julius Woodruff and
Thomas Norman.

The freshet of 1830 did conslderable damage to mill pro-
perty in the town especially to0 Samuel Bishop'e mills and the Farns-
worth foundry.

In 1833,Joeeph Call died and the business was taken
over by Judge Charles Hatch and John H.Lowe of Westport,the latter
taking up his residence in the Call home.

General William E.Merriam,in 1837,built a forge at
what was known until 1888 as Lewis Iron Torks,N.Y. Later his son,

John L.,operated the forge and he in turn solad it to W.H.Roberts.

In the year 1840, the school attendance was one hundred
pupils and the records chow only one teacher. ‘he school gouse

stood for a great many years west of the present Lewis Hotel.
A two-fire forge was built in 1844 by A.H.Wilder on a
branch of the Boquet River in Lewis. ‘his forge continued in busi-

until 1862,and during that time ore from ¥oriah was used.



Ve
Business continued to flourish in this town.Coal kilns

gprang up here and there inprder to furnish fuel for the forges.
The lumber industry had been the cheilf industry for many decades
and by this time the lands of the town had been almost denuded
of 1its virgin growth of timber.%arming gave most of its inhabitants
their principal scourse of revenue and in spite Oﬁ,ﬁts sandy nature,
farms made a great meny rich. CngAAG cf&/adtﬂ/)15ptivz/ -

John kilholland came from Tamladuff, Derry Ccunty,lreland
during this decade end settled on a farm sast of the vi}lage.Others o
to come in were Socrates Bishop,Reuben Shattuck,Ezekial Palmer and
Stephen Hathaway.Dr.Orrin Smith came in and beran the practise of
medicine. Lewis Sherman became postmaster in 1844.

The map of 1858 gives us more names of the inhabitants
of that day as in Lewis villapge there was Dr Smith-(whergiahas Cle-
land now lives),Alanson ¥ilder,F.Jenkins,S.Bishop,¥rs S.Lee. In the
cloese vicinity of the villare was G.Spooner,¥.Cobb,A.J.Sargeant,
B.F.Holcomb, T.ll.iliolcomb,8.A.Burpee, R.Morse,P.Hasking,P.Sikes,H.Nichol~
son,,a Mkr Gould,A griswold,B.Whitman,W.E.¥arshall,J.S.Todd, In the
Wells Hill community were L.voodruff,J.Daneklee, T Norman, S.Hathaway,
8.Gorse,L.Blin, C.Thompson,¥isses °paulding,G.Thompson,H.Spaulding,
W.Wellington and J.Robbs. On the éain road to Elizabethtown were
L.Sargzznt, 8., Stearns, ,J.W.Steele, S.Gross, S.Woodruff, S.Burge,
J.AWoodruff,G.0liver and the present F.V.Barber place,G.W.Phelps
ran a hotel.On what is tefmed the 'back road to Elizabethtown'were
L.Blackman.L.Bullard, C.Lee, R. DeLong,A.G1bobs,P.B.Blood,I.Nichols,
S.Jenkins and R.Nichols.In the Burpee H11ll section were A.B.Willard,
s.c.willard,O.H.Burpee, C.Vescott,L.Burpee, D.Bristod,S.Burpee, F.Mayo,
A.Pierce, C.Blood and J,%Wilson.On Wescott Hill were S.Wescott,S.Flagg,

C.,Wescott,C.A.Stevens,H.Roscoe, L.Blood,G.%escott,E.Flargg and A.Squires.
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Before the middle of the 19th century and for some years
after,we read of various enterprises ,the exact dates of starting
being obscure. Near the Greenwood Bridge on Wells Hill,a saw mill
was operated by Almond Willard. Horace  rowningshield operated a
saw mill below the 'Davis Place'. A saw mill exiéé;d for many years
on what is now known as the 'County Lot',and run by D.Pratt and after-
wards by hie son,Stillman Pratt.Charles Spear ran a saw mill near
Deerhead at Gifford Cross Place. E%8& Shattuck's eaw mill was back
of the present resiaence of Ross Carson.Another was in operation folb :
many years west of Barbers Pond.

Extensive prospecting has been conducted in the town through-
out the early years and several ore beds discovered. Rone of much
consequence was found and only one ore bed was worked to any extent
and that was near the Mortimer Church flace at feerhead. Here a seraratr
was installed,but this shut down after a few years. '

During the above mentioned prospecting,limestone was found
fnd many lime kilns wefe built and operated. One was run by Livingston
Woodruff on the Goff place on Wells Hill. Another was operated on the
Jack Cutting place on "escott Hill and still another on the Horace
Lewis place near Peerhead.

In the GO's,Dr‘lraf§etca1f was a practising physician; John
C.Li¥ inpston was the loan commissioner;Charles Barber,Jr.ran a peneral
store;Obed *urpee ran a taVern;A.E;Kendall(formerly of Keeseville) ran
a general store;Dr. Conant Sawyer practieed medicine as did Dr.Warner
Steenburgh and there was the Denton Hotel,and Yies Sylvia S.Lee be-
_came the postmistress in 1864.

At what is now Stowersville,;in 1864 William H.Stowers pur-

chased the Merriam forge from John L.Lerriam. A three fire forpge,g»
. . . ) . . . i "/ '! -
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three water wheels and a wooden helve hamuer weighing eighteen hun-
dred pounds were installed. The business used about 700 tons of char-
coal annually, the charcoal being made in kilns in various parts of
the town. Moriah ore was used until 1880,

The Civil War 1ist as recorded gives the following names,
O.H.Burﬁee,gtephen Burpee, C. & D. Blood,La Rhette Burpee,Llorenzo .
Burpee, Andrew Cleland, J. & R. Crowningshield, A.Cross,B. & W. Daniels,
| G. & M, Davis, E. & §. Flagg, C. & N. Goff, Philander Gibbs, George
Johnson,B.Jenkins, N.Kingmen, Charles Lee,Chauncey “ee,Ralza gee,

Ezra “ongware,William Milholland, F.lMiller,R. & X. Yorse, Alexander
lac Doupal,J.Mac Doural,Seorpe iarshall,lenry Yac Dougral, Fayette
Nichols,william Norton,O.8.Pratt,H. & W. Parker,Pratt Lewis,Pratt
Lester,Silas Roe, Wm.Roberte, R.R.Roberts,J.Robb,J. & A. Robbins, Geo.
Stevens,P.Wricley, Artemis Woodruff,L.Woodruff, Amelius Woodruff,
A. & H. Sarrent,R.Sanders,%illiam Smith,L. & G. Thompson, H.Tubbs,
F. & H. Van Ornam,J.7ileon,Georre "est and Francis,Cyrus and “enry
Wescott.
In 1873, a 1ist of the officers of the town are at hand.
W.8%teele
James bvdurpec was the supervisor;T.J.Cross was the highway commission-
: Lebanon Lee
er; Lebonan Farnsworthrgnd Charles Dar‘oer,justices of the Peace; Constabl:
W.G.Ray, Celeb Reynolds, Arthur F.Derby;election officers,John Hood,
C.R.Sherman,A.Denton,S8.8.Beardsley and E.D.Denton, town clerk.

In the fall of 1875,the contract to rebuild the Congrega#
tional Ghurch was piven to George O.Roberts. The work was completed
the next summer and it was declded to rededicate the church.The ser-
vices of the great Henry ¥Ward Beecher was secured .Arrangements were
mdde to hold the meeting on Tuesday July 18,1876. The church of course

was inadeguate to accomodate a large crowd and the meeting was held

in a grove on the east side of the Elizabethtown road.The heat was
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fntense and the sand in the roads was deep but still over two thoued
sand people heard the Rev Henry vard Beecher deliver an able address.

in 1876,in the village of Lewis were the residences and
business places of inhabitants 6f sixth years apo.0n the east side
of Main Street was Hohn K.Banker,O.H.Burpee,James Burpep and his
store, Denton House,¥rs.E.Phelps,E.D.Denton, the Tgwn House, the Gon-
gregational parsonage, the lisses Leethe Post Office and the residense
of J.Hodgkins. On the west cide of the street were L.Rlce,Mrs A.E.Ken=-
dallT.C.Lamson storé,Hotel,Congrepational church the residence of H.
Torrance and Fred shattuck.The chanfes in the town since the 1858
map were as followe; on vWells Hi1l the new names are irs N.Palmer,
H.Cornwrirht,H.Cough, S.Blau,E.Cutting, V. Thompson,J.Greenwood and J.
Carson. On Vescott Hill the new ones were G.Bartleft,S.Richards,P.

On Burpee Hill were
Connellgﬂ.Tallman,M.Lee,J.Wileon,A.MoMurtry,w-Perry,the Yason place,
W.Robbiﬂs.south of the village were E.Rowe,J.W.Steele,srs E.Steele,
J.G.L.kévinped Woodruff and B.Noble.In the Stowersville secfion were
w.H.Stower, rs S.Roberts,H.Wright,H.Adeit,J.Hood,H.¥arshall,B.Bullls
J.Parker,%.Daniels, R. Hurlburt,J.7akefield,J.Fuller and H.Fuller.

F The events of the 70s wercnot so numerous oweing to the
second preratest depression of the nation.The road from Lewis villagé
over then mountain to Jay wae completed in October 1873. The same year
Dr.E.T.Strong,who had been here a ehort time left and Dr.R.R.Roberts
came in.Janmes Burpee 501d the contents of his store to Y.C.Lamsom in
1873. Dbed H.Burpee ran o peneral store,H.Parrish ran a generel sitore
end Ceorge l.West came to Lewis in 1879 and started a blackemith shop.
A news item of 1876 states that Charles Barber's store is to be rebuilt
into an Episcepal church.The Lewis Center Bouse was 1n operation then .

and also Welcome's Hotel(now Hotel Lewis) under the @uidance of Joseph

Welcome.But the last of that yearY-"-Sawtell took over the Darber
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store and in 1877 J.X.Thompson beran a gcecneral store. Dr.M.J.La Bell,
a native of Canada,came to lewis in 1879 where he remained for many
years.

Diuring the 80's a Bebating Society wae formed with the follow-
ing memberé,Frank Barber, Charles Barber,Dr.i.J.La Bell,'m.H.Cornwright,
George Lambert,John.X.Banker,Levi Jenkins,Wm Thompson,Wade *yler and
James W.Eteele.

in 1887,a Young People's Christian Soclety was organized with
Miss Ella Lee,President;Xiss Nellie Whipple,Vice-president; Walton i
Holcomb, Secretary-$ssasurer and ¥iss Nellie Johnson, Treasurer.

During this decade the Stower enterprises at Lewis and
Stowérsville flourished under the name of Stower ond Eemond. Richard
T.Esmond,one of the above partners,built the gfist mill south of the
btoé:er saw mill in Lewis in 1884.Theﬁgtower saw mill also became part-
ly a butter tub factory.“ater the butter-tub factory waes put in the
above mentioned grist mill.

the M.N.Norton started a general store in 1881; Alvert A.
Boynton started one in 1884 and Winslow W.Woodruff started a grocery
store in 188C0.James L.Burpee,who had run a store,started a carraige and
wagon manufacture.John parrish had a store in 1883; Napoleon Benedict
a blacksmith shop and Peter Rivers owned the Welcome Hotel. Edward
Wadewotth had a hotel during that time.

A list of jurors for the 80's from Lewis are Biram Johnson,

Ben Surprise,Stillman Pratt,Henry B.Lewis, Ransom H.Williams,uhauncey
Denton and J.D.Richards. The town officers were !4chard Croes, hirh-
way commissioner;Feter F.Nichols,overseer of the poor; election officers,
Lawrence Redman ahd Casegius La Due and the wuditors were Ym.H.¥ar-

ehall,A.J.Sargent and "eorge D.Cutting.
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The Egsex County Cheese and Butier Conmrny of Lewis was or-
ganized in Aupust 1892. John Foberts,Peter F.Michols,Joseph “iilson,
I.H.Thrall and ¥m H.Xarchall were the directors.

The same year the posot offlce at Lewis was made a money order
office for the first time. L.G.Jenkins was the postnaster at the time.

In Aupust 1898,John E.)M1lholland provosed t0 the inhabitants
of the village of Lewis that he would put in a vater systerm and put in
the pipe to each house,under the c~ndition that each house whould
pag him the sum of 51.25 quarterly. But nothing was ever done on thﬁa
moet liberal pronosition. In December of %he same year,::ilholland
made the inhablitente another proposition,he would donate 53,000 worth
of pipe,provided tlie people aug the ditches and laid thé pipe.The five
dollars per year water rent was to be divided, the Congrational Church
was to pet one halfj;the Methodist Church one quarter and the Lewls
Atheletic Club,which had just been orpanized the other quarter. The
L.G.Xenkins spring wae to have been used as a reservolr.lothing ever
came of this and it almost a quarter of a century before any kbthd of a
water system was installed.

The same year.John E.Milhollend donzted a book-case o the
Congrapational Church and 4wo hundred dollars worth of books as a
nucleus. for a public¢ library.The church was painteq, the carpet and
cushions replaced,z new reflector took the place of the old one and
new Bibles and hymn books werc put in the pews.The total donations
to the chuzrch at this time from ir Nilholland was over 1,200.

In 18598,a Baptist Church Society was orranized at geez-
Forth %ewis( Deerhead) .

New faces to appcar during the last decade of the 10in

Century were LTeorp;e “ambert,general store;John K.Banker, insurance
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acent; Benj.V.Surprise,fencral store; lrs Ldna Burpee,willinery;
Elmer Cutting,blackemithéjA.A.Boynton ond J.J.Cross were postwasters
fsuring this periocd.

In 1901,7.%.Vioodruff wae town clerk,d.7.Cutting,D.¥.John-
son and H.Croesett ware ascescors and L.G.Jenkins end C.Denton were
justices of the peace. In 1905 we find B.W.Surprise as town clerk;
Worren Nichols,Feter F.Nichols and James‘Cutting at aesessors; Frank
Bartlett, Frank Burpee and D.a.lewls as auditors.

During this decade many-fhanﬁes cccurred. Fred A.lMarvin,
ren a peneral store,marcia-Woodru?fzgan a storc;Charles Pullis was &
the proprietor of the Wileon House;E.D.Cross had a mweat market; the

Yrisley “ros ran a saw mill and Bert Urownihgehield qud wall paper.

P AT OTT SN
D.E.Dixon was a veterinary for many uears;Frank had a meat rmarked;

Albert Sargent ran a2 saw mill;¥rs J.GC.Conger had a millinery shop
end the lMeadow Brook tlotel was tun by Erwin Cross. Lne lewis- Eliza~
bethtown Telephons Company built their lines in 1901. |

“t the beginning of the century g post off{ice was establislel
at Reerhecad(formerly Yorth :ewis),with xary J.Nichols as the post-
mistress.ln 1006 che was suceeded by Ida E.Stevens.

some of *he town officers were B.W.Suiprise, town clerk;
Frank E.Benedict, superintendznt of highways; election inspectors,
Yriend O.Samith, Elwin Collins and Frank A.Cornwrirhi; justices of the
peace,flvert Farnsworth, Charles barber and Yaliler derby. Later we
find ~shley Lodue,town clerk; T.Tromblee, Ralph “ichols and feors
Blinn,electlon inspectors;D.S.French,J.%.Cutting and Chas McCalvin, &

a8BCOBOTE.
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A water system wae put in for some of the homes in the village
of ?ewis in 1923.‘hose 7vho put in woter and shared %lie expense were
‘rank E.Benedict;Ben.W.8urprise; Henry Cullen;Henry Burlow;D.T’.Johnson
¥md Emma Larehall end others. This system is in sctive operation today

The Inez ¥ilholland Memmrial aeque was Leld 2% Lewis on
Eunday Aupust 17,1924, The pageant,"Forvard Into Lipht" was staped
in wenory of “nez £ilholland.The pzrt of Inez “ilholland in the
pageant was taken by Hlss Vida :ilholland, ‘he natural stage at
meado_wm‘ount,the homé of Inez,sas backerounded by dim mystic evergreens,
made a magnificlent and eppealins sétting apainet the vivid end stature-
sague costuming of the actors.Fifteen’hundred‘pcople b#rticipated and
over ten thoussand people with two thousand automotviles attended. (Yere
details about this will appear in another chapter).

%re *mma Marshall becane Tthe post mistrese at Lewlse in 1024
end has been successfully handling the mail ever since.

Ine enterprices of the 20's were H.P.Johnson,public rarage;
A.MacDoural, hotel; A.Benedict;Paige Goodroe,general store;prist mill,
“ohn Dickerson;M.L.Burpee,general stotg .R.G.Niohéls & Son;Walter
Johneon, ford parage; sop, c.Conger, eale of nursery stock; Amrthar
Coonrod, surveyor; Ben Nichols, representative for Horthesstern United
“tates for the United Ytates Conservation Departrent,and "alter
and Alfred Spear,public parace at Deerhbad.Dr.Fhilip Kunz was the
last physievian to reeide in Levis. |

Some of the town officers during this period were Carrie
Smith, town clerk;Frank E.Benedict,supt of highways,Jdustices of the
peace, Chauncey Denton and VWalter Derby.
' In 1933,Forrest Cleland, son of Chas.and Fleda Cleland,passed
the entrance examinations for hish school at the age of nine. FOrresQ,

now with two years of high school,intends to be a forester.This is the

earliest age for high school on record in the county.
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‘he cnperprices of *'&Ly are Harry l.Surpriese,public parsge;

13
M.L.Burpee, rencral stere;l.P.dolinson,punlic garapse;C.C.Cornuright,

$
Yy

reat market;rs L&ura_Turqgfhre§taurant; Hotel Lewis,Triend €mith,
propréetor; R.G.Kichofé &VSoésGeorge Flepgre, barkexs A.Benedict,store;
mn.J.Hathaway,barber;W.Vosburéh,blacksmith; H.8%1ckney,barber; Ross
Careon,International Truck dealer;and Ed “tevens,store at ﬁeerheed.

| Fenton W.Barber built an electrict iignt plant almost on
the site of the firet saB mill in the town, just below his home.The
same year the horve 6f the vi1llame wee supplied with electricity. A
year ot two later ¥r Barber bought the old Lewie-Elirzabethtorn fel-
ephone line,but in o year or so loter it was succedded by the Yo=
rthern ntV York Telephone Uompzmy‘s lines.

The present town officers are Harry UUrpce,Town Ylerk(suc-
ceeding Harry M.Suroriee,who dled this year); Raymond éyde,buperintend_
ant of “ibhwaye;ferris fichols,Lilin Cornwright =nd %$ll Colline axe
Justices of the peace; Chas 5ross,uenry ?cwis and AHddson are assess—
ors and John Dickerson,Elme; Citting =nd Agrthur(thg present one)
have been overseers of the poor, o | {

The supervisors of the town since its veginning are as fol-
lows:1805 to 1E08 incl, Thomas ﬁinckley;lSOQ,Johm Gibbe; 1810 to 1812,
Lhomas E{inckley,mlz, Charles J.Lee; 1814-1815,J0ohn Gibbs; 1816 to 1818,
incl, shmael H.Hclcomb,1818-20, %illiam ;ivinpjs‘ton;lSBl,“‘ohn “ibbs;
1822 to 1828 lshmael H.Holcoms;1829-30, Sclah Westcott;1831-33,Ishmael
H.Holcomb; 1634-533,1incl, ®elah festcott;lﬂS?—BS,Russell Gibbs; 1839,
®elah “estcott;1840-41; “ussell Bailey;1842 —44,1incl,William 8 Mer-
riam;1845-46, Aleneon “ilder; 184’7,?3@&&'18 §neman;1848—5o,inc1, william
B.Merrian; 1851,Georme.W.Baker;lBSB,William S.Yerriam; 1853, Alanson
Wilder;1854-65,George W.Phelps;1856,Cleander Marshall;1l857,John L.

Merriam; 1858-80,1incl, Cleander Narshall; 1860, William E. Roberts;
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1862, Clcander Marshall;1863,%W.}{.Roberts; 15364,11.17.1’(@'{1&3_11‘; 1865-63,
w.H.Stower; 1867 to 1870,incl,Jaues L.Burpec;1871 to 1875, 1incl,
James W.Steele; 1876,Jsmes L.Burpee;1877 %o 1804 incl,Jomes W.
Steele; 1885 to 1888, incl,A.A.l Pognton; 1287-00,J0ln 8. oberts;
1891 to 1895,incl,James W.Steelc;1896 to 1802,1incl, D.S.French;
1903 to 1906,J.D.Richards;12907 to 1911, iucl,llarry I.Derdy;
1912 %o 1921,incl, Dennis ¥.Johneson;1C33-23, &shley Ladus;

1924 to 1931,incl, Mertom I.Thrall; 1032 to date,loss F.Carson.



1818

1819-1820

1821

1822-1828

1829-1830

1831-1833

1834-1836

1837-1838

1839

1840-1841

1842-1844

1845-1846

1847

1848-1850

1851

1852

1853

1854-1855

1856

1857

1858-1860

TOWN OF LEWIS SUPERVISORS — 1818 to present

Ishmael H. Holcomb
William Livingston
John Gibbs

Ishmael H. Holcomb
Selah Westcott
Ishmael H. Holcomb
Selah Westcott
Russeli Gibbs

Selah Westcott
Russell Bailey
William S. Merriam
Alanson Wilder
Lewis Sherman
William S. Merriam
George Baker
William Merriam
Alanson Wilder
George W. Phelps
Cleander Marshall
John L. Merriam

Cleander Marshall



1861

1862

1863

1864

1865-1866

1867-1870

1871-1875

1876

1877-1884

1885-1888

1889-1890

1891-1895

1896-1902

1903-1906

1907-1911

1912-1921

1922-1923

1924-1931

1932-1934

1935-1938

1939-1948

1949-1965

1966

1967-1973

1974-1979

William Roberts
Cleander Marshall
W.H. Roberts

A.E. Kendall
William H. Stower
James L. Burpee
James W. Steele
James L. Burpee
James W. Steele
Albert A. Boynton
John S. Roberts
James W. Steele
Daniel S. French
J.D. Richards
Harry E. Derby
Dennis M. Johnson
Ashley Ladue
Merton L. Thrall
Rossie F. Carson
Walter Johnson
Edwin Keith

Lee Whittemore
Rolland Miller
Henry Cornwright

Ronald Brown



1980-1989 Gifford A. Cross
1990-1993 Joseph Boone
1994-1997 Nona Duntley
1998-2007 Anthony J. Glebus
2008-2015 David H. Blades
2016- 2025 James Monty

2025 —-20**  Timothy J. Pierce



